
THE PENSION DEBATE

The Annual Appropriation Bill Passed by the

House

A Lively Discussion in Which Opinions Were Freely Expressed

The Course of THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE Not Pleasing to the Gentleman from

Pennsylvania

The pension appropriation bill was pass-
ed

¬

by the House on Friday after a lively
debate in committee of the whole Jlr
Hopkins being i the chair The bill
being called up ilr Harney in charge
made a statement

llr Barney ilr Chiarman the amount
carried in this bill is aLout the
same amount that was carried in the pen-

sion
¬

appropriation bill for the fiscal year
1900 exceeding it 1 think by some 140JO
The amount appropriated for the fiscal
year 1S99 was 1414S3S30 and upon the
hearing before the committee it appeared
that of that sum there had been expended
for that fiscal year a little less than S140
000000 leaving to the credit of the fiscal
year 1S99 something like a million dollars
which of course will remain to the credit
of the Bureau for two years from the ex-

piration
¬

of that fiscal year and we are in-

formed
¬

that probably the most of it will be
needed for sums properly chargeable to the
vear 1S99 The amount or the appropria
ions for the fiscal vear 1900 was 145

233930 Up to the present time or rather
I should say for the first five months of the
fiscal year 1900 the sum of 584G20S5
lias been expended and wo are assured
by the Commissioner of Pensions that
doubtless they will keep within the appro-
priation

¬

As I stated the amount appro-
priated

¬

for the fiscal year 1901 is practi-
cally

¬

the same as the amount appropriated
for the fiscal year 1900 and the
Commissioner tells lis that doubtless the
amount of the pension roll growing out
of the civil war will decrease and be slightly
less perhaps for the year 1S01 than
for the fiscal year 1900 but there will
be a considerable increase on account of
claims growing out of the Spanish
American war and he thinks it is
wise to make the appropriation for pensions
for the coming fiscal year the same as
for the fiscal year 1900 The only
changes which are in this bill from the
bill of last year are for the items of rent
and clerk hire

Mr Talbert wanted to know if the pen-

sion
¬

laws were not libeial enough to dis-
pense

¬

with the Friday night sessions at
which sessions bills to pension coffee
coolers and bounty jumpers were passed

llr Barney I am not in favor of pen-
sioning

¬

actual deserters and bounty
jumpers and I do not think any member
on either side of this House is in favor of
bo doing neither do I think the present
pension laws are as liberal as they ought to
Be in some particulars
HOPED FOIl LIBERAL CONSTRUCTION

OF LAWS

After various explanations in answer
to questions Jlr Curtis Kan R arose
He rehearsed the story of pension legisla-
tion

¬

and the administration of the Pension
Office under Cleveland and Lochren and
the consequent passage of bills by Con-
gress

¬

to onset the unjust treatment of the
veterans and the efforts of their enemies
to prevent their friends from effectively
noting in their defense

Onthe4thofJIarchlS97hecontinued
there was a charged Administration and

the soldiers of this country looked forward
to a new Commissioner of Pensions and a
change in tie Bureau of Pensions They
looked for a change in the rules and regu-
lations

¬

they looked for a more liberal con-

struction
¬

of the law but I am sorry to say
they were disai pointed The Republican
party lias always been and still is the
friend of the oid soldier But the new
Commissioner of Pensions with the ex-
ception

¬

of the continuance of the Board of
Revision which I believe had completed
Its work and the consequent stoppage of the
reduction and dropping of pensioners con-

tinued
¬

the some rules and practices as the
former Administration He kept up the
same false charges against the pensioners
He permitted himself to be interviewed and
wrote articles for the press and did other
things to attract the attention of the public
to his Bureau

I ask you if the figures contained in his
own report sustain the charges against
the pensioners Why in the three years
1897 1898 and 1899 with the large num-
ber

¬

of pensioners on the roll as I have
Heretofore siatea witn touoo aiiorneyF
practicing before the Department with the
great number of witnesses and the large
number of officers in these years there were
only 750 indictments and on y 437 convic-
tions

¬

had There were only 0 attorneys
disbarred in 189S and only 53 in 1S99

IN THE HANDS OF THE ADMINISTRA-
TION

¬

Mr Bartlett Now if this is true and 1

have no doubt it is is not the remedy of it in
the hands of the Administration The
Grand Army of the Republic has refused
to indorse Mr Evans and the President
either expressly or by irmitting him to
remain does indorse him

3Ir Curtis 1 do not believe the Presi-
dent

¬

does indorse him 1 do not believe the
President knows what is going on in that
office

Mr Gaines Why does he not have the
courage to condemn him

Mr Curtis 1 do not agree with you that
the President can go down into details and
examine each and every case

Mr Bartlett I did not say that
Mr Curtis The Commissioner says his

policy is all right If you will allow me I
will touch upon that I do net believe the
President of the United States is sustaining
the Commissioner of Pensions or that he
would if he knew the truth because he is a
soldier himself and he is thesoldiers friend

Mr Gaines Have you asked the Presi
dent to condemn him

Mr Curtis I have talked with the Presi-
dent

¬

and the President said that he would
look into the cliarges that arc made

3Ir Gaines Have you been back to see
wnelner lie has done so

Mr Curtis He has not had time
Mr Gaines Have you been dilatory

about it
Mr Curtis No I have gone to other

officers and talked with them about this
matter

Mr Sims If the gentleman will allow
me was not the present Commissioner of
Pensions also a soldier in the Union army

A QUARTERMASTERS CLERK

GenGrosvenor said he had known Mr
Evans as a private that in the latter part of
his Bervice lie had been detail til as a clerk
in the Quartermasters UeiKirtmeiit at Chat-
tanooga

¬

Tenn and that he had remained
there after the war

Mr Curtis said the law of 1890 might Ixj
mode more explicit and there might be an
Improvement regarding widows cases but
the law with few exceptions was all rigid it
was the construction of it that was faulty

DISABILITIES NOT COMBINED

Mr Curtis With few exceptions I say
ihe law is all right now The Commissioner
of Pensions said that he does combine dis-
abilities

¬

but if any member of Congress
will take the time to examine the cases
which I have which have been rejected he
will find that the Commissioner does not
always do 60 and if this letter from him
published in The National Tribune
the great soldier paper of the countrv on
the 28th of December 1899 is file he does
not do it Listen There is no warrant in
the act of June 27 lbJO for an aggregate
of disabilities consequently the
rejection of your claim is affirmed That
letter was dated Dec 10 and signed by the
Commissioner himself and published in
this paper on Deo 28

Mr Win Alden Smith Do you claim

that the rating of the lecal pension board
should be final

Mr Curtis No sir but I do claim that
where the local Tension loard rates a pen-
sioner

¬

and gives him a ratable disability
lie should hi- - given the benefit of that rat
inir and if it docs not give him a ratable
disability il ougm to ue ignoreu

A QU1 STION OF CONSTRUCTION

Mr Win Alden Smith Can it be made
conclusive under the law

Mr Curtis I think the law is sufficient
It is simply a question of construction in the
oflice of the Commissioner

Mr Rav of New York One moment
now Is the gentleman correct in that that
it is a question of construction in the oflice
of the Commissioner of Pensions

Mr Curtis He says so himself
Mr Rav of New York Has it not gone

up to the Interior Department repeatedly
and has not the Interior Department de-

cided
¬

over and over again that under the
lawas it stands they must so hold and is
not the Commissioner of Pensions simply
following up the construction that is given
bva higher construction than himself

Mr Curtis That is what the Commis-
sioner

¬

claims but if you will examine these
cases vou will find that he does not

Jir Ray of New York Oh the gentle-
man

¬

ought not to say that
Mr Curtis I said it because I have

examined the cases and if you want me to
put them into the Record I can do so

Mr Ray of New York You had better
if you make any such cialm

Mr Curtis Let him deny it
Mr Ray of New York 1 do not think

vou are just in your remarks concerning
the Commissioner of Pensions in regard to
that ruling because any decision made by
file Commissioner on a question of law
or the interpretation of the pension laws
is always subject to appeal to the Secre-
tary of the Interior and Webster Davis is
a very competent man

COMMISSIONER OFTEN REVERSED
Mr Curtis And he has reversed the

Commissioner often
Mr Ray of New York And he has re-

peatedly
¬

reaffirmed this doctrine of which
vou are complaining and alleges that that
is the law Now if the gentleman will
look a little further ho will find that a bill
to amend and correct the pension law in
that regard has been introduced in the
Senate and has passed that body

Mr Curtis And ought to pass the House
so that the Commissioner of Pensions can
not misconstrue it

Mr Ray of New York Very good then
you ought not to charge against the Com-
missioner

¬

of Pensions that which has been
affirmed by a higher authority and a bill
is now pending to correct it
CHARGED WITH IGNORING DECISIONS

Mr Curtis I charge it because I have
examined the cases 1 have a memorandum
of them in my pocket cases where I believe
ho has absolutely ignored the decision of
Webster Davis I want to call your atten
tion to the fact that in 1897 lie says he re-
jected

¬

in round numbers 107000 cases
89000 on medical grounds 13000 on legal
grounds 50C0 on the ground of no benefit
1 chargo openly that if in these rejected
cases the benefit of tho ratings had been
given to the pensioner a large number
would have been allowed J have no feeling
against the Commissioner of Pensions
he has always treated me nicely my calls
have been promptly answered my sug-
gestions

¬

have lcen given consideration
if not always favorable but J have exam-
ined

¬

these cases and I am of the opinion
and that opinion is based upon my

examination of thesecases that his policy
is against the interest of the old soldiers
and that they are not receiving fair treat-
ment

¬

at his hands
Mr William Alden Smith I would like

to ask if the difficulty about which you
complain may not appropriately be charged
to tne ract that men entirely out of sym ¬

pathy with the old soldier have been kept
upon the Hoard of Review in the Pension
Office under the civil service laws of the
Government and against the interest of
tne old vctTais

Mr Curtis 1 have liccn told that that
was true but the Commissioner or Pensions
has the right ho has the power to change
any man that is on the Board of Review
and send him to some other division

LAW REGARDING CHILDRENS PENSIONS
Mr William Alden Smith O certainly

but that only shifts the force and retains
the unsympathetic employee The soldier
did not stand on a technicality when lie
took up arms for his country Why should
the Government now 1 would give him
the benefit of liberal construction of law

Mr McDowell Do you think the rulings
of Wclhlrr Dans are any more in the in
terrekof tho old soldier than those of the
Commissioner

WEUJ TlUt DAVISS DECISIONS

Mr Curtis 1 know the decisions of Web ¬

ster Davis arc in the interest of the old
soldiers and all they ask is fair treatment
and if the law lie administered as laid
down by Welstcr Davis they would be
perfectly satisfied

Mr McDowell Why then do it take
so long to have these cases disposed of that
are carried there on apical

Jlr Curtis Because there are so many
of them

31 r Robinson Ind D registered a
protest against the delay in the interpre-
tation

¬

of the wcll establshed law of this
country on the subject of granting pen- -
Kiuiin e iiuu iiniiuuuuii prevailing now
on the subject of the right of those under
the law to iieusion who were under 1J years
of age tiou the death of the pensioner
the soldier who was entitled and yet
when his children applied and when their
peiision cases were before the Pension Com ¬

missioner he rendered a decision against
the plain law I believe and unfavorable
to that class of applicants He said the
law gave those who were under 10 years

of i ge a pension and under its enforcement
for years and years they were granted a
Ip iLsion though applied for after they
arrived ai iu

There is not a incmlicr in this House
but who has received letter after letter
month after month asking for justice at
tho hands of the Government under the-
law and asking fer a decision of this plain
proposition

And yet by reason of the poliev of pro-
crastination

¬

and delay that everywhere
pervades the Department on tho subject
of iicnsions these children and those who
were children then are not granted a pen ¬

sion and can not Lct a decision WlivV
The point presented is this Children under
IU years ol age though confessedly en-
titled

¬

to a pension had they applied before
that age would have received it but now
these children under guardian then these
children in ehaiitnLle institutions public
and private while they were under 10
years of age thou who were the bene-
ficiaries

¬

of charitnl lc teoplc all over tiecountry cliildnn of toliis under tins law
entitled to pensions an- - to have the statute
of limitations come imaginary statute or
bar up against them Lctause they did
not apply before they arrived at the age of
10

1 want to warn the members of this
bo h ivery oneof wliom is interested in this
sulij vt that the codification proposed the
compilation of law proposed by Congress
is aimed at striking out these just cases

This compilation of law is aimed at
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striking our these just cases for pension
and I warn you so that you may be an
tniard

In addition to Mr Robinson three other
gentlemen were allowed to speak on the
timeof Mr Livingston Ga D buBheir re
marks were not printed in the Rcrd until
later
DEFENDED BY A TENNESSEE DEMO-

CRAT
¬

Mr Sims Tenn D defended Mr
Evanss course He said a pension was
simply a gratuity for which no was criti-
cized

¬

by William Alden Smith Mich R
who asked if it was not a solemn obligation
iiXii the Government an implied con-
tract

¬

sacred and binding that those who
bore the brunt of battle shall not ask in
vain for help from the Government they
saved He said further that the reason
why many of the soldiers have not lecn
pensioned heretofore is because they have
not asked for pensions until by the force
of circumstances they needed it and wnen
that time arrived 1 do not think the Gov ¬

ernment ought to be too rigid in its con-

struction
¬

of the rule that will permit these
men to get their just deserts from the Gov-
ernment

¬

1 would make the laws more
liberal and feel sure the Commissioner
would gladly administer them

When one of the members asked why
there was such delay in the Spanish war
cases as to amount to almost exclusion
Sir Sims said

Oh it does not amount to exclusion
The great majority of the soldiers who were
engaged in the Hnanis h war were young
men who have a long life before them
Now you want to have them pensioned as
boys when they have long lives liefore
them and to lie drawing pensions all that
time I say that any Commissioner of
Pensions regardless of politics ought to
take such time as is necessary to properly
investigate and determine the facts of a case
when it is before him

SPANISH AVAR PENSIONS
Mr Fitzgerald Mass DI complained of

the course of the Pension Bureau toward
the veterans of tho Spanish war Only 300
of the 25000 claims had lieen adjusted
There were men who had lost limits or who
had been completely incapacitated whose
claims were pigeon holed

Representative Ray N Y R former
Chairman of the Committee on Invalid Pen-
sions

¬

replied to Representative Curtis
characterizing as unwarranted and un-
justifiable

¬

the latters attack niton the
Commissioner of Pensions Ho defended
the action of the Commissioner in refusing
back pension to minor children who he said
have long since grown to manhood

Mr Talbert S C D wanted to altolish
Fridnv niclit sessions devoted to nrivatc
pension bills The largo majority of the
bills for special legislation hero are lor in-
creases

¬

and for desertion and for camp
followers generally No doubt there are
some deserving cases and I will always
take pleasure in voting for those cases
REPRESENTATIVE JIAHONS SPEECH

Mr Mahon Pa R Mr Chairman this
Pension Bureau disburses some 140000
000 annually and it is very easy to criticize
it in a few isolated cases In this opjtosi
tion that has grown up during the last year
against the Commissioner of Pensions and
the Pension Oflice there is a class of gentle-
men

¬

at the bottom of it and I think the time
has now come to have something to say in
reference to those gentlemen It is well
known that the City of Washington is in-

fested
¬

with what is known as pension shark
lawyers They will send their circulars all
over the country send blank applications
and a blank power of attorney and get
these claimants whether they are entitled
to a pension or not to sign and execute
these papers and return them

Then they send them a few blank aff-
idavits

¬

and the whole outfit does not cost
them 10 cents From the time these papers
are sent out it is my experience and it is
the experience of every man who lives in a
community where these soldiers live that
they must resort to a lawyer or to the home
of tho Justice of the Peace or to a Notary
Public or to that man whom we find in
nearly every village who sort of looks after
things of that kind for the people and they
execute tho papers for them I will take
you to tho Pension Oflice and show you that
not one case out of 40 do these gentlemen
ever put in an affidavit in their own hand-
writing

¬

I have filled up hundreds of these
cases and I never charged a soldier a dime
in my life When the case is made up anil
the member of Congress succeeds in getting
favorable action upon it what do these
pension shark attorneys do They walk
up to the Treasury of the United States and
take their S10 bill or contract for S25 from
these claimants for which they have never
rendered one penny of service except to
send out a few blanks

Mr Ray of New York Will the gentle-
man

¬

from Pennsylvania pardon me a sug¬

gestion right there
Mr Mahon Yes if you do not use up

too much of my time
Mr Ray of New York I want to add to

what the gentleman says that after the
adjournment of the last Congress I recei veil
letters from all over this country in cases
where we had granted special pensions
asking me if the attorneys in the cases were
entitled to charge S25 S30 and S50 as they
were doing for work that they had never
done and cases they never Jiad anything to
do with

Mr Mahon Since I have lteen in this
House I have handled over 3800 pension
cases J live in a country where war raged
for four long years and in a State that
furnished 378000 men to the Union army
and in a district that put 25000 men into it
I have requested the Pension Commissioner
anil written to lum not to allow these in-

famous
¬

sharks to take a dollar from the
claim after it has lieen allowed

Now this apjtcal that is made to you is
in the interests of these sharks who have
been robbing the soldiers of this country
lAppIause In 1898 the present Commis-
sioner

¬

paid out S730000 of the money
awarded the soldiers of which over two--
tlurds or one half went to the pension
shark of Washington City I do not refer
tothe reputable lawyers I traced a case in
this city to find a tension attorney by the
name of Mcliridc and 1 found him on
IxHiisiana avenue to ltc an Irish washer
woman The city is infested with these
people and they have ieither office nor
desks Now during tho last year the
Commissioner in Ins report under lime 30
1899 says that ho paid them instead of
730000 only S470li901 almost 300000

less than they had received heretofore and
although more tensions had lteen granted
during 1899 Now for this steech 1 expect
to receive the compliments of a paper called
The National Tribune which claims
to represent the soldiers or this country

It was these pension sharks through
that palter that have stirred up tho soldiers
all over the country and l am one of the
men in favor of passing a law or putting it
into this bill indorsing the Commissioner
of Pensions and providing that these men
shall not rob the claimants of the money
allowed them by this general Government
I Applause I

Air Clark of Missouri Why not put it
into this bill

G A II COMMITTEE

llr Mahon We have not reached that
Itoint yet I want to say that tho Comma-

nder-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the
Republic at their Convention held in the
City of Philadelphia within the last year
apiioiuted a committee of men who were
prominent during the war and my Com-
rade

¬

Norton from Ohio knows all altout it
and sent them over to the City of Wash-

ington
¬

Pension Commissioner Evans threw
open the doors and gave tho committee all
the information desired and after a thor-
ough

¬

and complete investigation by the
representatives of the Grand Army of the
Republic of tho United States who repre ¬

sented these men fairly and honestly tho
committee went back to that great Encamit
ment and made a retort that this infamous
lie created by these pension sharks was
without foundation and without nmnf
And that great bodv of the old arm v num
Itering thousands ol delegates indorsed tho
Commissioner and said his administration
of that office was just and in the interest of
the old soldier of the civil war I am sorrv
that any member of this House if there is
such win anow incse men to lead him into
an aitaci on uic Tension Ulliee

Now Mr Chairman 1 have a paper here
line and concise that gives llm Himiiini
and the biisinessof the Pension Ollicoduring
tho pat year I proiHtse to put it in the
Record alongside of that of our complain-
ing

¬

friends and when it is printed in the
Record to morrow morning I defy any man
whether Republican Democrat or Popu

list to read this paper and then come in
here and say that the Commissioner of
Pensions has not fullyjand to the utmost
extent discharged the duties of that high
oflice fApplausel

The average amount paid annually to
each pensioner invalid and widow now on
the rolls is 13274 a magnificent record
made by the Congress of the United States
The annual value of the entire pension roll
amounts of S131 017901 I am now
speaking of the year just closed that
amount being Si4i40 more than has ever
lteen paid out in any single your in the
history of tho Pension Office

Notwithstanding thisifact that we have
made this large increase over all previous
years still the Pension flepartnicnt is criti-
cized

¬

for its illilteraltiy I have had under
my own supervision and under my own
notice cases in which there were hardships
no doubt In those cases I felt that justice
had not lteen done the claimants as my
friend from Ohio and my friend from Massa
chusetts have said But where is there a
court in Christendom where is there a
judge or where is there any tribunal any-
where

¬

of which litigants do not complain
that they have not had full justice done
them And in this great Bureau which
last year handled over 153000 eases why
if a caw involving a little hardship now and
then did not occur it would be extra-
ordinary

¬

The Chairman The time of the gentle ¬

man lias expired
Mr Mahou submitted as part of his

remarks a report of the Commissioner of
J elisions of the work of the ollice tor tne
past year

Mr Bnton congratulated the Republi-
can

¬

that in the beginning of another
Presidential canvass they have found
a scapegoat on this pension question I
felicitate the gentleman from Pennsylva ¬

nia and the Republican party in laying the
whole trouble on the pension attorney
I know that he is found somewhat an ob-
streperous

¬

animal He gives us all more
or less annoyance and lie gives you an
excuse to defend your Administration

Mr Benton went on to discuss private
nension legislation I was of the oninion
that the Invalid Pension Committee under
the lead of the gentleman from New York
Mr Ray was exceedingly careful if not

stingy luting the 55th Congress I did
not learn until late in that Congress that
I myself must pick out one or two bills
and try to get tliein through

I introduced something like 20 bills
I came within an aceof getting one through
lust about two days before Congress ad-
journed

¬

an affidavit which the Chairman
required me to get was forthcoming and 1

am sure that the gentleman from New York
would have reported the bill favorably for
that widow if Congress had not expired
So I came within one of getting one pen-
sion

¬

bill passed out of the 201 introduced
Now if other gentlemen did not do any
better than I did the complaint they
would have was that the Pension Com-
mittee

¬

was not lilteral enough for them
Mr Ray explained Speaking about

the requirements of the Committee that
gentlemen of the House should point out
the bills they want considered we had
referred to our Committee somewhere Ite
tween 5000 and 0000 bills It was not
within the possibility for us to take up the
bills and examine their merits and look
through them and therefore we had to ask
memlters of the House to call to our atten-
tion

¬

the bills they wanted considered first
So no one could complain of that action

OUGHT TO BE FAIRLY C6NSTRUED
Mr Benton proceeded to savj Now I am

not going to fall over myelf against
tho allowance of pensions for as long as
we have the laws on pie statute books
which we have then in my opinion they
ought to be fairly construed liy the execu-
tive

¬

olicer I have nodoubtVl say to gen-
tlemen

¬

on this side of the House that they
are now and then wroifg I am satisfied
some men are able to prove more than others
1 have seen men getting no pension at all
I have got a numlier of cases in my own
mind which come about Jin a very unfortu-
nate

¬

way
Under the old law men ar required to

nrove by somebody that tlio wound occurred
luthclineof battle or in tjie lino of duty I
have in mind one case where a man was
shot and taken to a hospital while in the
hospital he iook the smallpox and came out
of it deaf He is not getting any pension
Unfortunately he could not draw one un
der tho law of 1890 because of tho law and
ho could not draw one under the law of
1802 for tho reason that there is not and
has not for 25 years lteen a single man liv ¬

ing who knew absolutely that lie was shot
in the line of duty although the proof was
made and I think that is a hardship by
a Sergeant of another squad that came oh
him while he was down

But no comrade was around Ibere and
the Pension Ollice will not grant hiin a pen
sion for that reason There area number
of such hardships 1 have no doubt a
numlier ol claims arc allowed at the Icn
sion Office that are unjust because of the
fact that some men can prove more than
others and prove it easier I know men
instlvcomiilain who draw SJ or S7 a month
for a very small disability that occurred
while in the army and other men are draw-
ing

¬

12 a month who got sick after the war
was long over

These things look unfair to gentlemen
Let me say to you the very best thing we
can do is to watch and see whether tho
Executive officers of the Government fairly
construe the law under which they act

Now as far as 1 am concerned 1 am
not going to quarrel with anybody but my
judgment is that nothing good can come
of criticising these largo pension bills
They are not going to grow any smaller
for several years and you will find that in
a short time young Congressmen from
Georgia Tennessee Alabama and Virginia
will clamor just as hard for pensions to the
soldiers of the Spanish American war as
will our Republican frienils from Iowa Illi-
nois

¬

and Ohio and Indiana for jtonsions
for the old veterans of the civil war It is
altogether according to how hard you are
pressed and by whom you are surrounded
as to where your heart is on this question
LAppIause and laughter

A WIDOWS CLAIM

Mr Hill of Connecticut Mr Chair-
man

¬

I have just taken a letter from tho
postoffice which 1 wish to read It is from
a whlow asking assistance for another
She says

This is a case of Mrs whose
husband died last May He drew a pen
sion for a few years previous to his death
and she has tried very hard to obtain the
widows pension but as yet has not suc¬

ceeded She is a very worthy woman
Her husband left her with a farm but no
money She is over 70 years of age and
really needs this

Now 1 have no desire to criticiso the
Pension Office and 1 am not going to do so
but this is simply a tyie of very many
letters which I have received and I have in
mind now the case of a widow in my town
who hits property valued at 3000 by the
assessor It is a littlo homo out in the
country Sho lives in it herself Sho
is 70 years or more of age with absolutely
no income whatever Yet the ownership
of this property is charged to her as afford-
ing

¬

an income greater than any pension
that she would receive and sho lias lteen
refused a pension by the Pension Ollice

I desire to ask the Chairman of the com-
mittee

¬

not only for myjown information
but for the information of tho people of my
district whether any legislation is pending
which will remove and do away with this
injustice and whether such legislation
if pending construes the-- way in which an
ineomo is to be liirnri il and if for instance
this old widow 70 vearsSftf dire must have
her S3000 homo assessed as equivalent to
an ineomo of 100 lfhsojv jvlicre is tho
money coming from with wjilcli she shall
nav her taxes and reitairs and then have
any income whatever lcffupotrtvliich toilve
1 ask the gentleman in charge of this hill
if in closing tliiadcbate lie will not explain
what seems to mo to bo the most difficult
subject at present arising in the administra-
tion

¬

of the pension laws namely the ques-
tion

¬

of tho construction of a widows in-
come

¬

from property which she may have
in her possession

Mr Weeks Is there not a bill pending
to raise it to 250

Mr Hill 1 do not know 1 should like
to ask the gentleman in chargo of this
bill a question 1 understood from the
gentleman from Missouri Mr Benton
and also from the gentleman from Michi
gan Mr Weeks that it is proposed to
raise tho amount to S250 a year I should
like to know if mortgago indebtedness on
property owned by a widow is to be deducted
from tho amount of possible income which
might lie received

Mr Benton 1 do not so understand

Mr Hill Then it is useless to raise it to
250
Mr Benton I understand it to bo 250

income
Mr Hill Is it net income or gross in-

come
¬

Mr Benton I understand it to be gross
income

Mr Hill It seems to me the Pension
Committee ought to scan that legislation
carefully in order to see that it is bene-
ficial

¬

in its results
Mr Mahon The Commissioner of

Pensions savs that it means net income
Mr Hill That is what I want to know
Mr Barney And 1 understand that if

the bill which has passed the Senate shall
pass this House and become a law pro-
viding

¬

for an increase of that limit of in-

come
¬

to 250 that will relate also to net
income and not to gross income

Mr Ray of New York There is no
doubt about that

Mr Barney The law of June 1S90
under which widows receive tensions pro
vid d that if any officer or enlisted man
who served 90 days or more in the army
or navy or the lulled btates during the
late war of the rebellion and who was
honorably discharged has died or shall
di leaving a widow without anv other
moans of support than her daily labor
she shall have a pension of 8 a month

The Pension Department tinder that law
ruled and I think every lawyer will say
that the ruling was a reasonable construe
lion of the law that if the willows income
docs not exceed the amount of a yearly
pension -- that is S90- - she can receive
this pension but that if it is more than that
she can not Now a bill has recently pass¬

ed the Senate increasing that limit to 250
and I trust it will very speedily pass this
House and become a law And I might
say right hero that the Pension Commis-
sioner

¬

told us that ho mad s his estimate
for the fiscal year 1901 anticipatory of that
law providing a sufficient amount to pay
the claims which would come in under
and by virtue of that law 1 hope that is a
sufficient answer to the gentleman

ROLL OF HONOR

Now Mr Chairman just a few words
more and we will close this debate 1

must say that I am somewhat weary of
hearing suggestions made hero from time
to time that the tension roll of the United
States ought to be a roll of honor thus
at least insinuating that at present it is
not In my humble judgment the tension
roll of the United States to day is and
always has been a roll of honor tho grand ¬

est record of brave and patriotic soldiery
that the world has ever known

When we remember that there are nearly
a million of names upon this rollv wc will
not wonder that a few unworthy names are
placed there but this latter class ue so
very few that they can not be said to affect
the character of the whole and there is no
class more ready and willing to purge the
roll of the few unworthy ones than the old
veterans themselves

Neither do I like to hear gentlemen upon
this floor or elsewhere speak of pensions
as gratuities and charities doled out by the
Government to its old soldiers No these
old veterans whose heads arc growing
gray and whose shoulders are being lxtwcd
with the weight of years reinforced by the
privations and hardships of war are not
objects of charity

They have earned and honestly earned
as but few men in the history of the world
ever earned money overy dollar which this
Nation is paying them in the way of pen
sions lhcir services and sacrifices and
the services and sacrifices of their comrades
who fell upon tho field of battle kept the
stars upon our flag and preserved its as a
Nation ami wo are only paying them a
part of their honest dues when wo appro
priate this money

Of all the millions of money which this
Congress necessarily and very proierly
appropriates every year I do not think one
appropriation contains less of fraud and
more in proportion of money honestly
earned and justly due than this pension
appropriation bill

A SLAP AT ATTORNEYS
Mr Mahon Mr Speaker I ask unani-

mous
¬

consent to insert this amendment
which I think we will all agree to I will
have it read for information

The Sneaker The gentleman from Penn
sylvania asks unanimous consent for the
consideration of an amendment which will
lie read for the information of the House

The clerk read as follows
Insert in line 2 page 3 after word

dollars tho following Provided That
the Commissioner of Pensions shall furnish
all necessary blanks to claimants anil that
said Commissioner may in his discretion
reluse to pay the fee to attorney of record
when he is satisfied that said attorney
failed to prepare the case under his or her
personal supervision and did not discharge
Ins full duty to claimant

The Speaker Is there objection to the
request of the gentleman from Pennsyl ¬

vania Altera pause Tho Chair hears
none and the question is on agreeing to the
amendment

Tho amendment was agreed to
Tho bill as amended was ordered to lie

engrossed for a third reading and being
engrossed it was accordingly read the
third time and passed

Demand Jiut Interpretation of Pension Laws
At a recent meeting of John S Rolierts

Past 5S9 Indiana Soldiers Home the pen-

sion
¬

question was discussed and strong
resolutions adopted which were later sent
to Hon E D Crumpacker M C The reso-
lutions

¬

in tart were as follows
We submit our solemn protest against

any rulings of the Commissioner of Pen ¬

sions that tend to retard the adjudication
of claims or in any way detract from the
spirit of the general laws or the act of June
27 1S90 Wo affirm from the stand-
point

¬

or tersonal exterience that the time
has como when all quibbling and techni-
calities

¬

should cease and there bo given
to each man who actually served during
any tart of the war a reasonable amount
of relief and tho laws for the relief of the
widows of deceased comrades be justly anil
promptly enforced

Tho Post favors the enactment of a service
tension bill that will give each honorably

discharged veteran S12 per month and in
no way interfere with those already re-
ceiving

¬

greater tensions under other laws
The resolution is signed by Commander

S 1 Weedon and Acting Adjutant S C
Van Valkenburg

Condemnatory Resolutions
rost No 9 Fearis Kv has nassed a

vigorous nreamblo and resolutions con-
demning

¬

tne administration of the Pension
Office asking the restoration of Order 104
in place of Order No 225 and indorsing
the resolution of the National Encampment
of 1898 at Cincinnati O and asking that
this recommendation in spirit and in fact
ue carried oui
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i V who were In the fltht May 1 11 63 at Suffolk Va

The writer ran from near the enemys front in a storm
ofbullets tothe outh Quay halcry to have the artil-
lery

¬
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